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Chad 


Rebels Agree to Roundtable With Conditions 
LD1312183395 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1730 GMT 13 Dec 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Following the announcement 
in Chad of the postponement of the government-rebel 


meeting until 5 January, in Franceville, Gabon, one of 


the Chad rebel movements, the Movement for Devel- 
opment and Democracy of Moussa Medela, has agreed 
to the principle of holding a roundtable. However, he 
makes certain conditions, particularly, prior discussions 
with the Gabonese mediator. 


Rwanda 


Government Disappointed With Tribunal’s Decision 


EA1412083295 Kigali Radio Rwanda in English 
1145 GMT 13 Dec 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The government is not 
happy with the international tribunal's decision to 
withhold the names of the genocide suspects, the 
minister of information, Mr. Jean-Pierre Bizimana, has 
said, and also expressed disappointment over the delay 
of the tribunal's processes. Honorable Mr. Jean-Pierre 
Bizimana said government is not happy that only eight 
people had been indicted when more than | million 
people had been massacred. 


Mr. Bizimana said that that was completely insufficient. 
Mr. Bizimana said the Rwandan Government is still 
waiting for justice to he done. He also expressed surprise 
that the tribunal had not advanced further after one 
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whole year of inquiry. The minister said that he was 
waiting for a large number of people to be brought 
to trial, and that he hopes the process will gather 
momentum in the next few days. 


Hon. Bizimana went on to say that he did not understand 
why the tribunal had not given the names of the eight 
accused. Hon. Bizimana said that the most important 
thing is that the tribunal (?meets) and brings to trial the 
architects of the genocide. [passage omitted] 


Zaire 


‘Dozens’ Killed in Clashes With Refugees 


AB1312214895 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 13 Dec 95 


[From the African news] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Tension is reported to be high 
in a remote region of eastern Zaire where dozens of 
people were killed or wounded in recent clashes. The 
fighting, which began at the weekend in Masisi, is 
reported to have started when local people attacked 
Rwandan refugees, some of them having lived in the 
area for more than 30 years. The Zairian Army has sent 
reinforcements from a vast camp for Rwandan refugees 
at Goma, some 80 km away, and the soldiers are 
reported to have become involved in the fighting. The 
BBC correspondent in the region says tension at Masisi 
has been heightened by the arrival of new Rwandan 
refugees who have been accused of taking land and jobs 
from local people. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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PAC Rejects KwaZulu/Natal Constitutional Pacts 


MB1312135695 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
13 Dec 95 p3 


[Report by Mondli Makhanya] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Pan-Africanist Congress 
[PAC] has joined the ANC in rejecting the constitutional 
agreement for KwaZulu/Natal reached by the Inkatha 
Freedom Party [IFP] and National Party [NP]. 


The deal outlines a constitution in which the ruling IFP 
drops contentious proposals such as a provincial militia, 
an autonomous judiciary, a Constitutional Court, and 
also a constitutional monarchy for the province. 


PAC KwadZulu/Natal leader Joe Mkhwanazi said they 
rejected the document because it bypassed other parties 
and breached an agreement that the constitution would 
accommodate every party represented in the provincial 
legislature. 


"We can’t allow that agreement to be the constitution. 
The only document that we recognize [words indistinct] 
the agreement earlier, saying it did not represent the 
breakthrough claimed by the IFP and NP. Its negotiator 
John Jeffrey said the IFP had merely dropped the points 
that would have been thrown out by the Constitutional 
Court anyway. 


He added that’ the IPP-NP agreement detracted from 
the provincial constitutional committee process. "If the 
ANC had to follow the same process nationally, there 
would be an outcry from the other parties,” said Jeffrey. 


The ANC and other minorities — particularly the 
Democratic Party — are opposed to what they see as 
draconian provisions in the IFP proposals. 


Among these are a council of state and cultural councils 
that would regulate cultural and religious matters, as 
well as proposals which make traditional leaders the 
primary organs of local government. 


Intelligence Agency Head on Agency’s New Role 


MB1212142195 Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
12 Dec 95 p9Y 


{Report by Sharon Chetty] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The glossy, colourful little 
intelligence brochure looks more as if it belongs in a 
corporate boardroom. 


Designed by a civil servant, the cover has a picture of 
an oyster shell with the words: "Because the truth is 
not always visible..." Lift the flap and it reveals a pearl, 
accompanied by the refrain: "...it sometimes requires 
some serious searching.” 
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It is unusual to find such creativity within the generally 
dour civil service, let alone the National Intelligence 
Agency (NIA). 


But this is the new NIA, and after chatting to its 
director- general Dr Sizakele Sigxashe, one leaves with 
the distinct impression that the "spooks" are becoming 
used to treating their work as a business enterprise. 


Sigxashe constantly ref, rs to the Government as clients 
of the NIA. "Quality of intelligence" is very important 
to him and, like any modern corporation, the NIA has 
a vision, which is to “promote peace, stability and 
development through excellence”. 


Its mission is to provide the Government with intelli- 
gence in a "proactive, professional and impartial man- 
ner”, and its core values are “innovation, service excel- 
lence, democratic values and integrity,” he says. 


This is all part of the changing role of the NIA, says 
Sigxashe, and like any good business, it will have to 
deliver the "product" or face ruin. "The new job is very 
challenging," he says. "There is no carbon copy of such 
a system or experience in the world”. 


With the new democratic order in South Africa has 
come different intelligence demands which the NIA has 
to comply with, he says. 


Literally every aspect of their work has changed, 
says Sigxashe. They are no longer required to spy 
On political activists, destabilise organisations or be 
politically biased towards the Government. 


Now they have to deal with the integration of six ser- 
vices — the former national intelligence, the African 
National Congress and Pan Africanist Congress intelli- 
gence wings and those of the former homelands. 


“Former enemies have come together. Communists 
work side by side with members who were once of the 
old order,” Sigxashe boasts. "We were tired of fighting 
each other We have amalgamated because we have the 
common interest of one country,” he adds. 


Priorities have changed and the issues they now have 
to tackle arc more concrete, he says. When the senior 
management met at a bosberaad [bush summit] in mid- 
July, they identified organised crime as the most urgent 
problem. 


Critics within the NIA say that with the conflation of 
the six services, staff numbers have almost trebled — 
making this a far bigger service than it was in the days 
of the “total onslaught" — and thus leaving many agents 
with nothing to do. Sigxashe denies this. 


[This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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"There are different things to worry about now. Our 
work has increased dramatically because we are start- 
ing to behave like a proper intelligence service,” he em- 
phasises. "There’s still political violence...the nature and 
causes of such problems have to be looked at and solu- 
tions must be found,” he says. 


And while there may not exactly be hundreds of 
"terrorists" wreaking havoc in South Africa, there is 
still a threat from extremist groups on the left and right. 
"They have their own agendas. Some, we understand, 
are Carrying out training exercises,” says Sigxashe. 


The NIA is also looking at drug syndicates and taxi 
violence. In addition, there has been a 200 percent 
increase in the number of foreign embassies in South 
Africa and not all are of friendly nations. Thus there 
has to be covert monitoring of foreigners’ activities. 


"There's a great interest in South Africa...in our stabil- 
ity, Our economy and politics. There are also those who 
want to pull us down,” says Sigxashe. 


He confirms that the Government was unhappy with 
the quality of intelligence about the volatile situation in 
KwaZulu/Natal. 


“There were numerous reasons for that, but we've 
managed to reassess the situation and we're definitely 
making progress to a solution”. 


Transforming the NIA is not confined to mere policy 
and operational changes, adds Sigxashe. "By law we 
are required to rationalise staff,” he says. The first stage 
is voluntary retrenchments, then we go for compulsory 
retrenchments. If it’s not done properly, things might 
boomerang. 


"There's also the danger of people being dissatisfied. If 
they are, there's no telling what they might do; we have 
to bear in mind that they have been exposed to sensitive 
information,” he says. 


Adopting a policy of affirmative action and relating to 
staff along recognised labour relations principles are 
other changes the NIA has made. 


Sigxashe added that, compared to other countries, the 
services are not bloated. 


Seven chief directorates — domestic collection, re- 
search, counter-espionage, security, corporate resources, 
technology and intelligence academy — have to deal 
with specialised tasks. 


“We have clients to serve and we have to make our 
product suit their needs,” says Sigxhashe, assuming once 
again the air of a businessman. 
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DP: U.S. Officials Behaved Like ‘Colonial 
Overlords’ 


MB1412114295 Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
14 Dec 95 p 22 


[Report by Rafiq Rohan] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Rambo-like American security 
officials brought their vice-president to Cape Town last 
Wednesday and paid scant attention to the fact that 
they were not in their own country. After the official 
visit, they departed leaving behind few friends and many 
angry people. Even before the Al Gore entourage arrived 
in Cape Town, they upset many people, including staff 
at the office of the Speaker of Parliament. 


Firstly, an arranged meeting with Parliament's Speaker 
had to be rescheduled because the Americans were not 
pleased that Dr Frene Ginwala wanted the media to be 
able to ask questions. 


Secondly, off-ramps en route from Cape Town’s airport 
to the city centre had to be closed off during the peak 
hour while Gore’s 15-vehicle, slow-moving entourage 
cruised into the city. They arrived too early so they had 
lime to waste. This caused huge traffic snarl-ups. 


Ginwala’s staff had made all the necessary arrangements 
for Gore’s visit to Parliament when American officials 
butted in, demanding that procedures be conducted 
according to their way and their way alone. Their 
biggest objection was allowing the media in on the 
Speaker's meeung to ask questions. A few days before, 
the United States had a special accreditation centre 
set up for the media where it was spelled out: "No 
questions. | 


This was the instruction to the media when Gore arrived 
at the airport, when he visited parliament and when he 
visited the District Six museum. Journalists — those 
specially accredited by the Americans — were only 
allowed to look. "We don’t do things this way,” a 
disgruntled parliamentary official complained. "Madam 
Speaker has a good and open relationship with the Press 
and she wanted this meeting to be open too”. 


One parliamentary official was called up in the middle 
of the night and warned by an American official that if 
the media asked any questions, the vice-president would 
walk out. 


The saga apparently started a few weeks before the 
visit when an official in the South African Senate — a 
person from the old administration — was called up by 
the Americans with their demands and instructions. The 
official meekly consented. When the newer — and more 
assertive — staff met with the U.S. officials they said 
they would not accept the censorious conditions. "We 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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left those kinds of cond tons in the apartheid past," the 
new official said. 


Gore was not even the head of state but was being 
treated by his people as if he was, the official said. "We 
have dealt with many heads of state recently and none of 
them left such a negative impression as this." Not even 
President Nelson Mandela has roads completely blocked 
off when he travels from airports. A similar takeover by 
American security people occurred during Mandela's 
inauguration ceremony last year, when Mrs Hillary 
Clinton and Gore arrived at the Union Buildings in 
Pretoria. This had a disruptive effect on the president's 
arrival. Politicians were also left unimpressed. 


The Democratic Party’s chief whip, Mr Douglas Gibson, 
said Parliament belonged to South Africans and we 
make the rules. He described the behaviour of the U.S. 
Officials as akin to “colonial overlords”. Gore sent an 
apology to Ginwala last weekend. 


South African Press Review for 14 Dec 
MB1412]34795 


[FBIS Editorial Report) 
THE STAR 


ANC Dare Not Turn Back on Privatization — Political 
Correspondent Patrick Bulger writes in a page-24 article 
that “in its attempts to reform the economy the ANC 
faces its own version of the river Rubicon. Like former 
State President P W Botha the ANC can paddle in 
the muddy waters without obvious effect or it can 
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stride, albeit nervously, across its waters." By doing so 
the ANC will “relieve the State of activities it is ill- 
designed to pursue, like digging for diamonds or running 
holiday resorts.” However, it is not an easy task for 
the government to press ahead with economic reforms 
"that will cost it friends among its traditional allies in 
COSATU [Congress of South African Trade Unions] 
and the SA Communist Party.” "Like the NP [National 
Party] before it, the ANC could find that the path it must 
follow to restructure the State’s role in the economy is 
a rocky one. But Mbeki and the Cabinet dare not turn 
back.” 


Reserve Bank Fights Inflation Instead of Unemployment 
— Allister Sparks writes in an article on the same page 
that for four years Reserve Bank Governor Chris Stals 
has “stolidly pursued his war against inflation, with high 
interest rates and tight monetary controls, at the cost of 
growth and jobs.” Sparks believes Stals does so because 
he believes “countries which show low inflation rates 
are altractive to investors, and so investment will follow 
fiscal discipline.” However, according to Professor John 
Sender of the School of Oriental and African studies 
at London University, the country has attracted "very 
lite” foreign investment despite its low inflation rate 
and the huge effort the government has put into trying 
to attract foreign investment. “It is rising unemplo; .nent, 
leading to a soaring crime rate and ultimately the 
prospect of political instability, that frightens away 
foreign investors more surely than any modest rise in 
the inflation rate. That is where Stals has it wrong.” 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Angola 


Dos Santos Returns, Discusses ‘Successful’ U.S. 
Visit 

MB1312210595 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 13 Dec 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] President Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos is back in Luanda after a week-long working 
visit to the United States. He came back with political 
pledges and promises of economic aid. The Angolan 
head of state described the visit as successful from every 
point of view. 


{Begin recording] [Unidentified correspondent] Taking 
into account the fact that for many years it was difficult 
to maae any inroads in U.S. politics and to convey the 
government’s point of view, what were the principal 
political gains of this visit? 


[Dos Santos] My answer to that question is clear. We 
held meetings with the most senior officials of the 
U.S. Administration and Congress, including Senate 
representatives. We discussed issues relating to bilateral 
relations. Above all, we assessed the peace process 
and were able ?0 give our point of view. For the 
first time I met about three hours with the US. 
President and more than two hours with senators. We 
discussed issues relating to an easing of Angola’s 
political and military situation. This was a major gain 
for the Angolan Government and the Angolan people at 
large. Furthermore, we discussed problems pertaining 
to the development of bilateral relations. Very specific 
requests were presented concerning financial, economic, 
humanitarian aid, and other issues. We noticed great 
receptivity on the part of the U.S. Government and its 
President, to the extent that we were told a few days 
ago that some decisions already have been made. 


[Correspondent] Some incidents occurred in Angola that 
might — perhaps sought to — stain our country’s image. 
Do you think this had any influence on your visit and 
your contacts in the United States? 


[Dos Santos] Yes, I think it had a great influence, 
particularly at the start of our visit. We were deeply 
worrie about the negative impact these events could 
have on this visit, which we had prepared for a long 
time. Fortunately, thanks to a good coordination of 
efforts by the Joint Commission, our government, and 
this delegation, we were able to discuss all these 
concerns with the Americans [words indistinct] the 
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
(UNITA]. I am convinced that the peace process will 
now be back on track. 


[Correspondent] Mr. President: You spoke on your 
behalf and on behalf of UNITA President Dr. Savimbi. 
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Do you think Dr. Savimbi will support the Angolan 
peace process? 


[Dos Santos] Well, we have created the right conditions 
so we could be firmly and definitely committed to 
peace. I do not believe that Dr. Savimbi will reject 
this opportunity to walk side-by-side with us so we can 
achieve a lasting solution to the military conflict and 
work to strengthen peace in this country. 


[Correspondent] Some reports say Jonas Savimbi did 
not accept your invitation for a meeting in Luanda on 
20 December. 


[Dos Santos] I have not heard any such reports. I do 
not believe that he rejected it. Perhaps the date is not 
convenient because he had previous plans. Be that as it 
may, I fully believe that the meeting will take place 
sooner or later. In fact, Dr. Savimbi had previously 
expressed the desire to meet me in Angolan territory. 


[Correspondent] Would you say that your visit’s success 
Owes more to economic or to political issues? 


[Dos Santos] Political, military, economic, and cultural 
issues were involved. Many things were involved and 
the visit was very positive. 


[Correspondent] [Words indistinct] this visit was an 
Opportunity [words indistinct] greater commitment to 
the peace process. Do you agree with that perception? 
Do you think UNITA exaggerated, particularly in regard 
to military incidents in Angola? 


[Dos Santos] I think we put out very clear signals that 
we want to implement the Lusaka Protocol. Only re- 
cently, I pointed out that the Angolan Government had 
unilaterally decided to release all prisoners taken dur- 
ing the conflict and to cease its contract with Executive 
Outcomes, thus allowing South African military person- 
nel to return to their country. In addition, we decided 
to confine the Rapid Intervention Police, and the An- 
golan Armed Forces have been told to go back to their 
nearest barracks. There are other encouraging signs in- 
tended to offer trust. We are very concerned and rather 
unhappy that UNITA has suspended its troop confine- 
ment, with all the concomitani negative consequences. 
The deadlines set by the Joint Commission might not 
be complied with. 


[Correspondent] Mr. President: Do you think the 
Cabinda Enclave issue will be discussed soon? 


[Dos Santos] Well, the Cabinda issue has been discussed 
for a number of years. The interior minister has hela 
talks with representatives of various Front for the 
Liberation of the Cabinda Enclave members and other 
factions. Some very important progress has been made 
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with regard to ceasing military hostilities in Cabinda, 
thereby permitting an atmosphere conducive to the 
discussion of political issues and a unitary solution for 
Angola. I have held personal talks with the leaders of 
some of these factions. I met [Front for the Liberation 
of the Cabinda Enclave-Cabinda Armed Forces leader] 
N’zita Tiago in Paris some years ago. Later, | met 
Mr. (?Tiburcio) in Addis Ababa. There is the need to 
continue talking with those compatriots so we can find 
a solution to the Cabinda cas. and reduce the suffering 
of people in that part of Angola. [end recording] 


Joint Commission: Peace Process ‘Crisis’ Over 
MB1312205795 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 13 Dec 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text} The crisis that clouded the 
peace process last week is over. This the conclusion 
of the Joint Commission after the special session at the 
UN Angola Verification Mission [Unavem]-3 General 
headquarters yesterday. 


The Joint Commission held a special session yesterday 
to examine the crisis the peace process experienced last 
week. The meeting centered on the incidents registered 
in Zaire, Uige, and Lunda Norte and Lunda Sul. Intense 
contacts were held during the 24 hours before the 
meeting to coordinate stands. At the meeting’s end, 
Alioune Blondin Beye, special representative of the UN 
secretary general in Angola, expressed happiness with 
the results. 


[Begin Beye recording, in French with passage-by- 
passage translation into Portuguese] The Joint Commis- 
sion adopted the following decisioius: 


First, it expresses happiness with the government's de- 
cision to withdraw from all the relevant areas and return 
its forces to their original position. This encouraging de- 
cision was hailed by the Joint Commission because it is 
extremely positive for the process. 


Second, the Joint Commission saw the need to draw 
lessons from this crisis. Thus, it decided to make the 
following appeals: 


To the government: It called on the governrnent to im- 
plement all actions already announced to the Joint Com- 
mission during its 27th session, within the framework 
vf improving the atmosphere of trust. 


To the National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola [UNITA]: An appeal was made so UNITA can 
resume the confinement operations that were suspended. 
These confinement operations must be resumed within 
the framework of the positive measures presented to the 
UN special representative during discussions in Andulo 
with the UNITA leadership. [end recording] 
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In turn, Unavem-3 Commander General Sibenda said 
the situation in the country is normal. 


[Begin Sibanda recording, in English wit) passage-by- 
passage translation into Portuguese; transcribed from the 
English] Yes, we had skirmishes in Zaire Province. We 
had a number of other incidents — small incidents, let 
me say — in Lundas, in Bie Province, aad in Huila. 
But, i want to set the record straight. The situation is 
now almost back to normal. [end recording] 


The Joint Commission has called on the government and 
UNITA, in cooperation with the Unavem-3 commander, 
to draw up a new troop disengagement plan in areas 
viewed as sensitive. These areas are Ucua, Bulatumba, 
Canfunfu, Luzamba, Lucapa, Cubal, Chongoroi, and 
Caconda. The Joint Commission called on Unavem-3 
to intensify the necessary mechanisms to fully carry out 
its mandate. 


Something must be said, however: All these events 
took place when President Jose Eduardo dos Santos 
was preparing to travel to the United States. Was it 
a mere coincidence? Evidently, each person can draw 
his or her own conclusions. The truth is, however, that 
the Angolan people’s expectations for peace cannot be 
constantly postponed by mere diversionary maneuvers. 


Meanwhile, the Joint Commission will hold an ordinary 
session tomorrow to examine other issues connected 
with the peace process. 


20 People Killed, 150 Wounded in UNITA Clashes 


MB1312163095 London BBC World Service 
in English 1515 GMT 13 Dec 95 


{From the "African News” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The government and UNITA 
{National Union for the Total Independence of Angola] 
opposition in Angola have blamed each other for 
continuing fighting in the northeast of the country. 
Clashes have been reported around the village of N’sage 
since Monday [11 December]. Government military 
commanders say 20 people have been killed and 150 
wounded. 


200 Zambian Soldiers Arrive in Menongue for UN 


MB1212133195 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1200 GMT 12 Dec 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] A total of 200 Zambian Blue 
Helmets have arrived in Angola from Zambia and 
will be deployed in Menongue. The Zambian soldiers 
travelled from Zambia to Cuando Cubango by road. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Namibia 


Joint Commission With Botswana Discusses Island 
Dispute 

MB1312152695 Gaborone MMEGI in English 

1-7 Dec 95 pl 


[Report by Mike Mothibi] 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] Botswana and Namibia's joint 
commission on the Sedudu Isiand met last week in 
Windhoek to draw the modalities for the legal submis- 
sions to the International Court of Justice [ICJ] at the 
Hague. 


The ‘wo countries are involved in a dispute over Sedudu 
Island, situated at the confluence of Chobe and Zambezi 
rivers. The conflict has been simmering since 1992. 


Although the joint commission has reached consensus 
on how the matter would be presented, the agreement is 
still to be ratified by respective disputants’ parliaments. 
Once this has been done, the matter would then be 
registered with the international Court. 


A Namibian daily paper, THE WINDHOEK ADVER- 
TISER, quotes that country’s Justice Permanent Secre- 
tary, Dr Albert Kawana, as saying: "The special agree- 
ment spell out the nature of the dispute, timeframe 
within which memorials should be submitted to the 
court by the contracting parties, agreement on the or- 
der of appearance in the oral proceedings, the manner 
in which the special agreement enters into force and the 
binding nature of the judgment of the court". 


This is said to be a standard procedure in matters 
brought before the ICJ. 


At the heart of the conflict is where along the Chobe 
River, the border between Botswana and Namibia lies 
in terms of the Anglo German and Portuguese Treaty of 
1892. This will then reveal on which side of the border 
the disputed Sedudu Island lies. Sedudu is referred to 
as Kasikili by the Namibians who claim that it is theirs. 


The Treaty which the court would be expected to 
interpret defines the border between the two countries 
in the disputed area as the centre of the main channel 
of the Chobe River. 


Attempts by the two countries to resolve the matter 
between themselves failed in February this year. The 
technical team which was appointed to determine the 
ownership of the island, failed to reach consensus. This 
forced the disputants to refer the matter to the ICJ. 


Although the matter could be registered with the courts 
next year, legal analysts say it could take long to be 
decided upon. 
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At the head of Botswana's last week's delegation 
was the Permanent Secretary io the President (political 
affairs), Molosiwa Selepeng. 


800 Former Combatants Join Defense Force 


MB1212195595 Windhoek THE WINDHOEK 
ADVERTISER in English 7 Dec YS p 2 


[Report by Patrick Mwale] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] At least 800 of the 1,000 
former combatants set to join the Namibian Defence 
Force [NDF] have already been inducted at Osona 
Militar Base near Okahandja, the NDF said. 


The remainder were expected to report at the base by 
yesterday at the latest, the army said in a brief statement, 
adding that basic training was scheduled to begin on 
Monday. 


Defence Minister Philemon Malima and the Chief of the 
Defence Force, Lieutenant-General D...0 Hamaambo, 
are scheduled to meet the recruits today. 


Although |,000 former PLAN fighters are set to be ab- 
sorbed into the NDF under the instruction of Cabinet to 
alleviate unemployment within their ranks, the new re- 
cruits were ex-SWATF [South-West African Territory 
Force}, PLAN [People’s Liberation Army of Namibia] 
and Koevoet ["crowbar"; Namibian police counterinsur- 
gency unit] members. 


Director of Operations, Policy and Training Brigadier- 
General Martin Shalli in October told a news conference 
the NDF would be beefed up next year by an additional 
infantry battalion consisting of former SWATF, PLAN 
and Koevoet combatants. 


He said registration would be carried out nationwide 
between February 5-11, with successful candidates due 
to start training in April. 


The recruits would be mostly assigned to specialised 
military fields such as mechanics, demolition, nursing 
and personnel. Only those aged between 18 and 25 and 
holding at Icast a Grade 12 certificate for the position 
of officer and a Grade 10 certificate for other ranks 
would be cunsidered. In addition, the recruits would be 
required to have a basic understanding of English. 


The NDF currently stands at some 7,000 troops, 3,000 
short of the desired ceiling of 10,000. 


it is made up of four Infantry Battalions supported 
by a Logistic Support Battalion and the 21st Guards 
Battalion which is responsible for Presidential security 
and ceremonial duties. 


The army has dwindled considerably over the years 
because of deaths, discharges, transfers and resignations. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissernination 
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Mozambique 


Diplomatic Ties Established With Vatican 


MB1412122595 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 14 Dec 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Mozambique and the Vatican 
have decided to establich diplomatic relations. A com- 
munique from the Holy See says that the decision is 
aimed at developing the existing friendship ties. 


Zimbabwe 


Mugabe Criticizes Human Rights Association 
MB1312182395 LonJton BBC World Service 
in English 1705S GMT 13 Dec 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) President Robert Mugabe of 
Zimbabwe has lambasted the local Zimbabwe Human 
Rights Association [Zimrights]. It follows rioting in 
Harare last month after a demonstration in protest 
against the shooting of civilians in a police chase. 
President Mugabe's attack has sparked fears that it is 
the (?thin) end of a wedge against free speech and 
demonstrations. On what President Mugabe had to say, 
(Anna Kolini) reports from Harare: 


{(Kolini)] In a [words indistinct] attack, President Mu- 
gabe left the ZANU-PF [Zimbabwe African National 
Union-Patriotic Front] Party Central Committee in no 
doubt about his views « the human rights group, 
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Zimrights. Referring to the recent riots in Harare, he 
said: Let Zimrights know ‘nat we have a formidable 
structure of (?Zim) prisons waiting for its (?Zim) loot- 
ers. 


He called such organizations gangsters bent on creating 
chaos and they will not be tolerated. He said his 
government will deal ruthlessly with groups which, he 
claimed, are masquerading either as religious or human 
rights associations. 


Zimrights were the organizers of last month’s protest 
over the policemen who opened fire on a crowded 
street and killed two passers-by, but the organization 
Claims that its march — which included a number of 
government opponents — was peaceful and believes 
the riots that followed may have been engineered by 
the ruling party’s youth wing. 


Responding to President Mugabe's attack, Zimrights 
said the right to express approval or disapproval of 
any aspect of society through demonstrations is a 
fundaental right. Since the riot, the home affairs 
minister has said that he intends to ban demonstrations 
of this kind and a number of organizations fear that the 
government may be trying to clamp down on its critics. 


Nongovernmental organizations like Zimrights are al- 
ready under threat. The new bill gives the government 
the power to virtually take over any local NGO [non- 
governmental organization] if the minister says he be- 
lieves it is in the public interest. 


This report may contain copyr ghted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Gambia 


Deputy Army Commander Said To Flee to U.S. 


AB1212210895 Paris AFP in Engiish 
1445 GMT 12 Dec 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Banjul, Dec 12 (AFP) — The 
deputy commander of the Gambian army, Major Dennis 
Coker, has stolen several hundred dollars and fled to the 
United States, informed sources said here Tuesday [12 
December]. 


Coker was sent on a training course in Malaysia with 
a grant and a loan from the government, the sources 
added, but did not say when he left for the United States 
nor give any motive for his “ight. 


Former aide-de-camp to President Dawda Jawara, 
ousted by a military coup in July 1994, Coker was 
the third officer to seek refuge in the United States, 
following Captain Ebou Jallow, ex- spokesman for 
the military regime, who disappeared in October with 
three million dollars, and Major Pa Sanneh, former 
head of the Gambian contingent in the west African 
neacekeeping force in Liberia. 


When Jallow fled, the Gambian regime led by Captain 
Yahya Jammeh accused him of conniving with Jawara 
to return the toppled president to office. 


Liberia 
Government Issues ‘Solidarity Statement’ for 
Nigeria 


AB1312111495 Monrovia Radio ELBC in English 
0900 GMT 13 Dec 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The OAU chairman has been 
called on to rally international support for Nigeria. The 
call was made yesterday in Monrovia in a solidarity 
statement by the Liberian Government denouncing the 
international Community's attempt to isolate and impose 
economic sanctions on Nigeria following that country’s 
execution of nine activists convicted for murder. 


The nine Ogoni activists were hanged after a Nigeria 
tribuaal found them guilty of murdering four prominent 
Ogoni politicians last year. Foilowing the execution, the 
international community imposed sanctions on Nigeria 
creating worldwide controversy on whether the West 
has a right to initiate action against a country for meting 
Out justice based on its laws. 


The Liberian Government statement also calls on 
SCOWAS [Economic Community of West African 
States] President Jerry Rawlings of Ghana to convene 
an emergency heads of state summit to revoke all 
attempts to impose sanctions on Nigeria. 
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A call was also made to Nonaligned States to support 
Nigeria’s cause. The statement pointed out Nigeria’s 
role in promoting regional peace and African solidarity. 
The statements were presented to Nigerian Ambassador 
Joshua Iroha by Paramount Chief Sekou Dud at the 
embassy in Monrovia. Ambassador Iroha expressed 
Nigeria’s intent to continue seeking African interest and 
solidarity. 


State Council Chairman Urges Cooperation With 
ECOMOG 


AB131212139* 
0900 GMT I> Lieve be 


‘a Radio ELBC in English 


{[FBIS. Trans ' fext} State Council Chairman 
Wilton Sankawoiv ts appealing to fighters to cooper- 
ate with ECOMOG [Economic Community of West 
African States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] in ending 
the Liberian crisis. Chairman Sankawolo congratulad 
State Councilmen Charles Taylor, George Boley, 
and Alhaji Koromah for facilitating disarmament and 
deployment. 


An Executive Mansion release says the chairman views 
the deployment of ECOMOG troops throughout Liberia 
beginning 14 December as the end of ihe nation’s six- 
year-old war. Chairman Sankawolo praised ECOMOG 
for the invaluable role it continues to play in bringing 
peace in Liberia. He specially noted the crucial role 
Nigeria had played in the Liberian peace process. 


Faction Leaders Promise Cooperation With 
ECOMOG 


AB1412/35895 Paris AFP in English 
1224 GMT 14 Dec 95 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] Monrovia, Dec 14 (AFP) — 
Faction leaders in Liberia on Thursday [14 December] 
said they would co-operate with the African peace- 
keeping torce, ECOMOG [Economic Community of 
West African States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group], as 
it begins nationwide deployment in preparation for the 
disarming of 60,000 armed militiamen in the country. 


Co-president and leader of the National Patriotic Front 
of Liberia (NPFL), Charles Taylor gave an “assurance 
the NPFL unit commenders are prepared to fully coop- 
erate with ECOMOG". 


The Economic Community of West African States 
(ECOWAS), which first deployed the ECOMOG force 
in 1990, said Wednesday that the force would be en- 
larged and would begin deploying throughout the coun- 
try Thursday, despite a shortfall in resources needed for 
the operation. 


This rvort may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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A statement from Taylor's office also promised "There 
will be no harassment of peacekeepers or citizens." 
Taylor said that during a weekend tour of Bong County 
and his NPFL Gharnga hcadquarters in central Liberia, 
he had “educated NPFL f.znters about the process of 
cisengagement, disarmament and demobilization". 


Meanwhile, Taylor has donated 500 metric tons of rice 
to NPFL fighters. He said the rice was intended to 
sustain the fighters during the disengagement period 
leading to disarmament. 


Another co-president and faction leader, Alhaji Ko- 
romah, has also urged members of his Mandingo wing 
of the United Libeation Movement (ULIMO) “to coop- 
erate with ECOMOG in the disarmament process", and 
warned that fighters would be “punished if they behave 
otherwise". In a statement, Koromah said he informed 
his fighters during a tour of northwestern Lofa County 
that “the war is now over." 


The leader of the Liberia Peace Council (LPC) and 
a coalition of other smaller facuons, George Boley, 
Monday ordered his fighters to move to encampment 
Sites in preparation for the disarmament. 


Under a peace deal signed by Liberian faction leaders 
in the Nigerian federal capital Abuja last August 19, 
disarmament was scheduled to begin December 1. Some 
150,000 people were killed during Liberia’s civil war, 
waged between 1989 and the signing the Abuja accord. 


ECOMOG Commander on Lofa Predeployment 
Tour 


AB1312145095 Monrovia Radio ELBC in English 
0900 GMT 13 Dec 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} ECOMOG [Econumic Com- 
munity of West African States Cease-Fire Monitoring 
Group] field commander, Major General John Inienger, 
says the Abuja Agreement represents the most concrete 
effort in the last six years toward ending the Liberian 
crisis. He also said with the commitment of ECOWAS 
heads of state, and [the] good faith exhibited by faction 
leaders, Liberians would soon breathe the air of peace. 


A release said the ECOMOG commander was speaking 
in Voinjama at a welcoming ceremony organized by 
Lofa County people. The field commander’s visit is part 
of predeployment acquaintance visit by the ECOMOG 
High Command. The ECOMOG commanding officer of 
the battalion to be deployed in Lofa County, Lieutenant 
Colonel J.P. Moinaman, was introduced to the residents. 
The release said the residents danced to the news of 
ECOMOG deployment to their county. 


Councilman Alhaji Koromah who was also present, 
thanked the field commander and entourage for making 
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the peace process move forward. He was quoted as say- 
ing the peace process had reached an irreversible stage. 
Councilman Koromah, who is also ULIMO [United Lib- 
eration Movement for Democracy in Liberia] leader, 
said he has brieted his fighters and prepared them for 
disarmament so that ECOMOG would have no difficulty 
in Carrying out disarmament in ULIMO area. 


On Monday [11 December}, the ECOMOG field com- 
mander also visited ECOMOG positions in (Niawe) 
Town and Harbel, Margibi County. He told ECOMOG 
troops there to be prepared to add counselling to their 
duties because some young fighters would require it for 
easy reintegration into normal life. 


ECOMOG Troop Deployment To Begin 14 Dec 


AB1312193595 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 13 Dec 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa’ program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The African peacekeeping 
force in Liberia, ECOMOG [Economic Community of 
West African States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group], is 
to begin deploying, money or no money. The fact that 
it hasn't (?spread) out across the country to contain fac- 
tional skirmishing and open routes for relief convoys 
has been put down to lack of support from international 
donors. It means the fighters remain unintegrated and 
at a loose end since the cease- fire. They've not been 
disarmed or demobilized, but now the ECOWAS |[Eco- 
nomic Community of West African Stotes}] envoy to 
Liberia, Victor Gbeho, has announced that ECOMOG 
will begin deploying tomorrow. From Monrovia, Nye- 
nati Allison telexed this report: 


Mr. Gbeho told a news conference today that ECOMOG 
troops would be deployed despite the lack of assistance 
from the international community. Mr. Gbeho said 
ECOMOG was taking a big risk to deploy without 
the required logistical support, but he said the decision 
has been taken to go ahead with deployment in the 
greater interests of Liberia. Mr. Gbeho confirmed that 
the peacekeeping force had acquired vehicles locally 
to truck the troops to deployment sites throughout 
Liberia. He said that for reasons of security and cost, 
the disarmament process should start soon after the 
deployment of ECOMOG was complete. He urged all 
faction leaders to cooperate with ECOMOG in the 
disarmament process which is supposed to take place 
under the supervision of UN observers. 


For his part, the commander of the peacekeeping force, 
Major General John Inienger, told the press conference 
that he was sending troops to the southeast of Liberia 
desnite reports of an outbreak of the deadly Ebola virus 
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in the southeastern town of Pleebo. Health Minister 
Vamba Kanneh, who flew into the area yesterday, said 
he has been told that at least 20 persons have died under 
strange circumstances in Pleebo in the past one month 
but there have been no medical tests to confirm the 
presence of an Ebola virus attack. 


New UNOMIL Chief Arrives; Assembly Sites 
Identified 


AB 1412134595 Monrovia Radio ELBC in English 
0900 GMT 14 Dec 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The UN Observer Mission in 
Liberia [UNOMIL] lias a new chief military observer. 
He is Major General (Mahmud Muhammed Talah), an 
Egyptian, who arrived in Liberia on 7 December. Maj. 
Gen. (Talah) replaces Major General Daniel Opande of 
Kenya, who departed the country since (?May). 


Meanwhile, in search of appropriate assembly sites for 
disarmament and demobilization, UNOMIL reconnais- 
sance teams have identified sites in Zwedru, (Laagbe), 
and Greenville for LPC [Liberian Peace Council] fight- 
ers. Tubmanburg, Bong Mine, and Todi have been cho- 
sen for ULIMO-J [United Liberation Movement for 
Democracy in Liberia-Johnson] as well as Voinjama, 
and Suehn for ULIMO fighters, and Kolela for NPFL 
[National Patriotic Front of Liberia] fighters. UNOMIL 
Says it is awaiting NPFL’s confirmation of sites in 
Kakata, Harper, and SOS village. 


Niger 


Government, ORA Issue Communique on Peace 
Process 


AB0812223095 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1900 GMT 8 Dec 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The first extraordinary session 
of the Special Peace Committee ended this afternoon in 
Niamey. During the session that lasted three days, par- 
ticipants focused on the only topic on the agenda which 
was the (?Akokou) incidents and on how to safeguard 
the positive results of the peace process. According to 
the High Commissioner for the Restoration of Peace, 
the two sides representing the Armed Resistance Or- 
ganization [ORA], and the government, showed a sense 
of moderation in order to prevent any other incidents 
such as that of (?Akokou). A final cominunique was is- 
sued at the end of the first extraordinary session read by 
rapporteur (Adali Ino): 


[Begin Ino recording} At the end of the extraordinary 
session of the Special Peace Committee, the two sides, 
government and ORA, regret the incidents that occurred 
at (?Akokou) in the Tchin- Tabaradene District, and 
hereby call for [words indistinct]. The participants 
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recognize the fact that an increase in such incidents 
could compromise the results of the ongoing peace 
process which is part of the definitive peace agreement 
signed on 24 April 1995. The two sides reaffirm their 
common determination to protect this peace and to avoid 
engaging in any act that could jeopardize the legitimate 
aspirations of the Niger people for peace and security. 
The two sides pledge to find ways and means that will 
prevent the recurrence of such incidents. 


Also, the (?Akokou) incidents shed light on the need to 
ensure a more efficient regulation of the movement in 
groups of the ORA troops. They also show the need to 
improve the dissimenation of information between the 
central bodies from government, the military, and the 
regional authorities. While awaiting the deployment of 
units with special military status, the two sides pledge 
to privilege the exchange of information in the struggle 
against regional insecurity. If need be, the modalities of 
a coordinated action will be determined step by step. 


An information and sensitization campaign should be 
conducted for the population on the provisions of the 
peace accord and local administrative and military 
authorities should be more involved in the process of 
strengthening the peace process. The two sides hereby 
ask the special commissions to immediately resume 
their deliberations. 


The government and the ORA hereby reaffirm their 
unwavering determination to continue the dialogue that 
was engaged. The two sides express satisfaction with 
the goodwill shown by the mediators including Burkina 
Faso, Algeria, and France. 


[Dated] Done in Niamey on 8 December 1995 
[Signed] For the government, his Excellency Joseph 
Diatta 

[Signed] For the ORA, (Mohamed Ewanghe) [end 
recording] 


Peace Committee Holds Session 


AB 1412132095 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 0545 GMT 14 Dec 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The deliberations of the fourth 
ordinary session of the Special Peace Committee be- 
gan in Niamey yesterday afternoon under the chairman- 
ship of Ambassador Joseph Diatta, deputy high com- 
missioner for the restoration of peace. The committee’s 
session which, according to the high commissioner, con- 
Stitutes a decisive step toward peace, is to see to the ful- 
fillment of all the conditions laid down by the 24 April 
accords before the actual beginning of the operations 
aimed at collecting all weapons, ammunition, and war 
equipment. That is why the high commissioner, in his 
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opening speech, recalled the four main conditions that 
will lead to the disarmament operations. They are: the 
implementation of the decentralization law; the adop- 
tion of the status of units with special military status; 
and the implementation of the emergency program and 
development strategies worked out for the areas affected 
by the conflict. The last is integration, reintegration, and 
recruitment of Armed Resistance Organization elements 
into the various sectors of national life. 


Nigeria 
Politicians Meet To Discuss Army Transfer of 
Power 


AB1412114095 Paris AFP in English 
1114 GMT 14 Dec 95 


[By Ade Obisesan]} 


([FBIS Transcribed Excerpt} Lagos, 14 Dec (AFP) — 
Nigerian politicians across the spectrum gathered in 
Lagos to discuss the military junta’s planned three-year 
transition back to civilian rule, in the first meeting of its 
kind for more than a decade. Such a parley at national 
level has not been organised since December 1983 when 
the military overthrew the civilian government of Shehu 
Shagari, cutting short Nigeria’s second Republic. 


Official radio Nigeria on Wednesday [13 December] 
called the "summit" a meeting of "strange bed-fellows", 
who have held very opposed views on political issues 
in the past 30 years. 


According to the official agenda, the meeting among 
400 delegates from at least 35 political associations will 
cover the state of the nation, the transition programme, 
a code of conduct for politicians and the organisation 
nationally of politicians and political parties. 


The government has been invited at the meeting as 
observer by the organisers. 


The meeting, funded by the invited participants, is the 
first attempt by politicians in a joint forum to challenge 
the transition programme announced on October 1, by 
General Sani Abacha, whose military regime seized 
power from a short-lived, unelected civilian government 
in November 1993. 


Although the junta has not openly indicated any support 
for the meeting, there were no signs as of early Thursday 
that it would abort it. 


The only government pronouncement so far was one 
made last week by the minister of special duties, Wada 
Nas, who said that the conveners of the meeting had yet 
to state their real motives. 


The conference is expected be [a] tumultuous session as 
some delegates are expected to bring up for discussion 
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the issues of the annulment by the military of a June 12, 
1993, presidential election and the release of political 
detainees. [passage omitted] 


It would be surprising if the politicians spoke with one 
voice during the summit, a former spokesman of the 
dissolved conservative National Republican Convention 
(NRC), Doyin Okupe, said, expressing little hope for the 
success of the meeting. The NRC, like the only other 
movement allowed to contest elections in Nigeria, the 
Social Democratic Party (SDP) which backed Abiola, 
was dissolved by the military, which also scrapped all 
the country’s democratic institutions. 


I. was not clear what impact any decisions reached 
at the meeting would have on the junta, which has 
twice this week stated its resolve not to allow anything 
to derail the transition programme it has presented to 
the nation. "Whatever democratic vision the summit 
proposes must have as its focus genuine service to our 
nation, it must be people-centred... The summit should 
be used to present an alternative to military rule," the 
independent GUARDIAN newspaper said on Tuesday 
in an editorial. 


Most politicians and analysts have criticised the three- 
year length of the programme. The Commonwealth, 
which suspended Nigeria in reaction to the execution 
last November 10 of human rights activist Ken Saro- 
Wiwa and eight of his companions, has threatened more 
Sanclions against the country if it fails to embrace 
democratic rule within two years. 


Court Suspends Trial of Ogoni Activists 


AB1!212180695 Paris AFP in English 
1523 GMT !2 Dec 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, Dec 12 (AFP) — The 
Federal High Court in Lagos ordered the Nigerian 
Government to suspend until February 12 proceedings 
against 19 Ogoni activists charged with murder, judicial 
sources said Tuesday [12 December]. The court's deci- 
sion followed an action by human rights lawyer Gani 
Fawehinmi asking it to declare that a special court which 
is to try the activists is illegal and unconstitutional. The 
Federal High Court’s president, Judge Babatunde Bel- 
gore, fixed February 12 for another hearing into the mat- 
ter. 


The special court is the same one that sentenced writer 
Ken Saro- Wiwa, who was also leader of the Move- 
ment for the Survival of the Ogoni People (MOSOP), 
and eight members of the group to death in October af- 
ter trying them for the deaths of four pro-government 
Ogonis. They were executed November 10, triggering 
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international Outrage against Nigeria's military govern- 
ment and prompting the country’s suspension from the 
Commonwealth. 


Supporters say the nine were victims of trumped-up 
charges. MOSOP has been campaigning against what 
it calls the genocide of the Ogoni people im Nigeria’s 
oil-rich southeast. 


The 19 who are pending trial face charges stemming 
from the same murders. 


Abacha Approves Chief Justice’s Appointment 


AB1212213095 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 12 Dec 95 


{(FBIS Transcribed Text] The head of state, General 
Sani Abacha, has approved the appointment of Justice 
(Mohamed Lawal Uwais) as the new chief justice of 
the federation. This takes effect from 19 December. In 
a Statement this evening, the head of state also accepted 
the voluntary retirement of incumbent Justice Mohamed 
Bello with effect from the 18th. 


Abacha Inaugurates Transitional Implementation 
Committee 


AB1212181795 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 
1700 GMT 12 Dec 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The head of state, General 
Sani Abacha, has directed members of the Transitional 
Implementation Committee to ensure that the transition- 
to-civil rule program is not aborted. Gen. Abacha gave 
the charge today in Abuja while inaugurating the 13- 
member committee headed by Justice Mamman Nasir. 
He observed that the failure of previous transition 
programs had created problems for past governments, 
pointing out that the vicious circle must not be allowed 
to continue. The head of state told the committee 
members that they were chosen based on individual 
merits and that by accepting to serve on the committee, 
they have put their reputation on the line. He stressed 
the need for them to do everything possible to live up 
to expectations. 


Gen. Abacha described the ongoing transition program 
as an excellent opportunity for Nigerians to demonstrate 
to the international community that Nigeria recognized 
the global (?clamor) for the enthronement of democ- 
racy. He described the burden of nation building in a 
pluralistic society like Nigeria as overbearing, point- 
ing out that any country genuinely interested in Nigeria 
must give the present administration a chance to imple- 
ment programs geared toward the setting up of durable 
democracy in the country. The committee's terms of 
reference include the pursuance and monitoring of the 
implementation of the transitional program. It will also 
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liaise between various agencies and political parties in 
the implementation drive. 


Abacha Meets State Boundary Adjustment 
Committee 


AB1312195295 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 
1700 GMT 13 Dec 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The head of state, General Sani 
Abacha, has asked the Committee on States and Local 
Governments’ Creation and Boundary Adjustment to 
draw a line between fantasy and facts in the demand 
of states and local governments’ creation. Gen. Abacha 
gave the directive today in Abuja at the inauguration of 
the committee. He told the members to be guided by 
the new philosophy of a balanced federation. 


The head of state traced the history of states and lo- 
cal governments’ creation in the country to the amal- 
gamation of the northern and southern protectorates in 
1914 to the present period. Gen. Abacha said states and 
local governments’ creation facilitated accelerated de- 
velopment of communities, social liberty, and freedom 
among Nigerians. 


He urged members of the committee to come up with 
clear objective and criteria for boundary adjustment as 
well as the creation of states and local governments in 
the country. [Sentence as heard] The head of state also 
drew the attention of the members [to the fact] that 
the most articulated and orchestrated campaign for the 
creation of a particular state or local government might 
not be the most deserving or appropriate demand. 


Gen. Abacha told them that they have three months to 
conclude their task because the creation of additional 
states and local governments had been slated for the 
second quarter of next year in the transitional timetable. 
The committee has (Chief Arthur Mbaniko} as chairman 
with 12 other members. 


Army Chief: Regime Not To Succumb to 
‘Calumny’ Campaign 

AB1312194695 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 
1700 GMT 13 Dec 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The federal government has 
restated that it will not succumb to the campaign of 
calumny by some internal and external detractors to 
destabilize the country. The chief of Army Staff, Major 
General Alwali Kazir, stated this today in a message 
to this year’s training week of the 82d Division of the 
Nigerian Army, Enugu. 


Gen. Alwali Kazir remarked that the ongoing incitement 
and spreading of falsehood against the country were 
a long-term conspiracy, meant to create disunity and 
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destroy the nation. The chief of Ariny Staff reminded 
participants of the training week of the constitutional 
role of the Army to defend the territorial integrity 
of the nation. He said recent global events called for 
enhanced state of preparedness and readiness by the 
Armed Forces. 


Gen. Alwali Kazir, however, expressed dismay over the 
increasing cases of involvement of officers and soldiers 
in crime. The Army chief warned that the Nigerian 
Army had no room for indisciplined personnel, saying 
identified offenders would be summarily dismissed. 


In his speech, the general officer commanding the 82d 
Division, Brigadier General Joseph Malo, explained that 
the training week would serve as a family reunion for 
participating officers to rub minds on matters affecting 
their profession. Topics being discussed include Nige- 
rian Army Officers and National Aspirations, as well as 
Fostering Military-Civilian Relationship. 


Official Plays Down Withdrawal of Military 
Attaches 


AB1212195895 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 1800 GMT 12 Dec 95 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] The di ctor of defense infor- 
mation, Brigadier General Fred Chijuka, says the with- 
drawal of defense attaches of some foreign countries 
from Nigeria is of no serious consequence to the coun- 
try. Brig. Gen. Chijuka stated this today in Lagos while 
briefing newsmen. He said that the advantages of mil- 
itary relationships all over the world were the training 
of personnel, promotion of military hardware, and ex- 
change of ideas. Nigeria, he said, was lucky to have de- 
veloped her military institutions over the years for the 
training of senior and junior officers before the recent 
decision against the country. One of such institutions is 
the Warrant Officers’ College in Kaduna. 


Brig. Gen. Chijuka noted that Nigeria was almost self- 
reliant in the area of training of its military personnel, 
pointing out that the move by some foreign countries 
would not affect the country. The director remarked that 
the actions of those hostile countries might be a blessing 
in disguise. 


Abacha Receives Libyan Envoy, al-Qadhdhafi 
Message 

AB0812222095 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 8 Dec 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The head of state, General 
Sani Abacha, today received a special message from the 
Libyan head of state, Colonel Mu’ammar al-Qadhdhafi. 
The message, which was delivered to the head of in 
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Abuja, was brought by the Libyan envoy, (Mr. Ibrahim 
al-Bashar). Though the content was not made public, 
it was expected to be one of personal greetings and 
solidarity with the federal government. The envoy, who 
was meeting the head of state for the first time in Abuja, 
was presented with a gift. 


PRC Delegation Visits, Discusses Steel Production 


AB1412100695 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT 14 Dec 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] A four-man Chinese delegation 
is in Lagos to explore areas of cooperation with Nigeria 
in the steel industry. Receiving the delegation, the 
minister of power and steel, Alhaji Bashir Dalhatu, said 
Nigeria was ready to cooperate with any friendly nation 
in the development of our steel potentials. He expressed 
the hope that the visit would afford the two countries the 
Opportunity to share experience in steel development. 
The delegation was accompanied to the minister’s office 
by the Chinese ambassador to Nigeria, Mr. Lipeng Hu. 


Sierra Leone 


Strasser Reasserts Commitment to Civilian Rule 


AB1412090795 Freetown SLBS Radio in English 
2000 GMT 13 Dec 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] i he chairman of the NPRC 
[National Provisional Ruling Council] and head of 
state, Captain Valentine Strasser, has reaffirmed his 
government’s unstinted commitment to return Sierra 
Leone to democratic civilian rule. Receiving the letter 
of accreditation of the delegation of the European 
Community, Mr. Emilio Perez Fores, at State House this 
morning, the head of state told the envoy that political 
parties have been registered and are now getting ready 
to go to the polls early in the new year. 


Capt. Strasser briefed him on the unprovoked and costly 
rebel war that has shattered the country’s economy 
leaving many Sierra Leoneans to trek in their country 
or refugees elsewhere. He counted on the assistance of 
the European Union in bring an early end to the war as 
well as for the rehabilitation and reconstruction of the 
devastated areas. 


The NPRC chairman was grateful for the funds that 
have been made available to our private sector, and the 
cooperation of the second Lome Convention aimed at 
encouraging job creation, and reducing unemployment. 
The head of state assured the European head of dele- 
gation of his personal support and that of [the] govern- 
ment, and the people of Sierra Leone in enhancing his 
Stay in the country. [passage omitted] 
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